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127th Annual General Meeting  

Be In Christ Church of Canada  
2700 Bristol Circle, Oakville, Ontario  

Saturday, May 5, 2018  
9:00 am to 1:00 pm



Letter from the Executive Director 

Dear Friend and Delegate, 

Greetings! 

We gather together on May 5, 2018 for the 127th Annual General Meeting of a family now known as 
the Be In Christ Church of Canada. This will be the first time we gather while formally using our new 
name. It was in May of 2017 that the bold decision was made by our delegates to adopt the proposed 
name. And, while our name has changed, what has not changed is the nature of who we are and who 
we aspire to be.    

"We are a growing faith community, following Jesus, sharing his message  
and extending His peace around the world” 

Our theme this year is Here. Now. Not Yet. We want to tell the story of the ways that Jesus is here 
now, impacting and changing lives through the people of Jesus. We want to celebrate what he is 
doing through our churches. Jesus is here now and we together are working to bring heaven to earth. 
We recognize the power of what Paul wrote, “Those who be in Christ are a new creation, for the old is 
gone and the new is come.” That’s the Here Now dynamic. 

We also recognize that there is a Not Yet reality. Christ’s peace doesn’t fully rule in our world.   
Conflicts, racism, discrimination, people who haven’t experienced the love and hope of Jesus, families 
broken and all this, in its most simple form, just unkindness. We want to inspire all of us to do our part 
to continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus in a world of pain until we truly experience heaven on 
earth everywhere.  

In 2017 we adopted a new name. In 2018 we have no major business to conduct. Excitedly, though, 
we are wanting to talk about the next five years as a network of churches and a new strategic plan that 
is developing. A strategic plan that we believe will help us to together ensure that we are moving 
forward as pastors, churches and as a network of churches. We are excited to share this with you at the 
Annual General Meeting.    

Thanks for taking the time to be at this year’s AGM. 

May you sense God’s presence, a sense of team across all of our expressions and the desire by our 
denomination to serve our churches and pastors well.   

Your partner in ministry,  

  Doug Sider  
  Executive Director 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Annual General Meeting - Information and Registration 

DATE/TIME:     Saturday, May 5th from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

LOCATION:   Be In Christ Church of Canada offices at The Meeting House 
    2700 Bristol Circle, Oakville, ON  L6H 6E1 

DIRECTIONS:   For directions go to:  
    www.themeetinghouse.com/locations/oakville/ 

ACCOMMODATIONS:   Corporate rate available upon request at time of reservation: 
    Hampton Inn by Hilton Toronto–Mississauga West | 905.823.8600 
    (contract under BIC Canada) 

MEALS:    In addition to a noon meal on Saturday, snacks will be available 
    Saturday morning during check-in and at break time. 

REGISTRATION:   Delegates and guests of the Annual General Meeting are requested to  
    pre-register online at www.canadianbic.ca/agm2018 and check in on  
    Saturday between 8:30 and 9:00am. Those named as alternate delegates  
    should register only if they have been notified by their pastor/church that 
    they are to be delegates. Only registered individuals, who have been  
    identified as a delegate by their member church, may vote. 

AGENDA:    Pastors and delegates are encouraged to meet to study the  
    Agenda together to promote understanding. Be sure to read the  
    entire agenda before the Annual Meeting so that the business of  
    the day may be entered into with clearer understanding.  
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Program - Saturday, May 5 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
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Saturday, May 5  - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

8:30 am Check-In & Refreshments

9:00 am Be In Christ Canada – Annual General Meeting - Session 1 
• Welcome, Introductions 
• Opening Worship

9:30 am Be In Christ Canada Report Video

Strategic Plan

Peace Projects Intro

Here and Now Video

10:15 am Speaker - Aaron Holbrough

10:40 am Break – Refreshments, Interactions, Displays

11:00 am Be In Christ Canada – Annual General Meeting - Session 2 
• New Pastor & Flow Intern Commissioning 
• Welcome to New Churches 
• Business 
• Stories of God at Work

11:50 am Amazing Grace - Video

12:00 pm Communion  
Closing Prayer & Conclusion

12:30 pm Lunch and Fellowship
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Be In Christ - Senior Resource Team Report 

I begin each year’s report with deep gratitude for people - in particular, a number of groups of people. 

First, my family. Their love, support and encouragement is invaluable to me. The older I get, the more 
I love each of them for who they are and the gift they are in my life. It’s their sacrificial love and 
support that allows me to do the work I do. Thank you! 

Secondly is my staff team. As a team, they get much accomplished together. They work long hours 
and have a heart to see people, pastors and churches move forward to advance the Kingdom. They 
work with passion and energy. But beyond what is accomplished, it is a fun and encouraging team to 
work with. Thank you!   

Thirdly is our pastoral team. Across the church, as I meet and engage with our pastors, I am impressed 
with their heart to reach their community, their love for the people they shepherd and their 
commitment for the work we do together. Thank you!  

A person once said, ”A Christianity that does nothing, costs nothing and suffers nothing is worth 
nothing.” In 2017 our churches and people lived out the spirit of this quote. While in Canada our 
suffering is minimal, our churches worked with fervour to make a difference in the lives of their people 
and in their communities. Whether it was in the basements or foyers of churches in rural Canada or on 
the streets of urban centres or through partnerships with MCC, food banks, thrift shops, etc., our 
people together sought to live a faith in Christ that made a difference and impacted people’s lives. 
Just one specific example would be that, in the years 2016 and 2017, 16 Be in Christ Church of 
Canada groups sponsored 19 Syrian families and impacted approximately 87 lives. Beyond this, two 
families from Colombia were sponsored. We celebrate this kind of investment in the lives of people 
Jesus dearly loves.  

In 2017 the work of our family of churches continued to advance:  

• 15 Pastors participated in Frosh Training. 

• 16 people received credentials, either licensed or ordained. 

• Over 95 percent of pastors were involved in pastors cluster groups 

• Approximately 5 pastors were assigned to local churches.   

• Over 25 churches participated in the denominational payroll system, easing the work of 
Treasurers and helping ensure full compliance with CRA rules.  

• The pension plan and group benefits were administered, and most congregational T3010 
submissions were reviewed. 

Highlights of 2017 

• Annual General Meeting was a wonderful day of God’s presence and a sense of community as 
we together approved the transition of our name to the Be In Christ Church of Canada. 
Whenever a decision is made like this, the question is, “What do we all do after the fact?”  
It has been a joy to see churches adopt and begin to use the new name and logo, and fully 
embrace it. It is a wonderful picture of our community. Even when some may differ, we walk 
forward together once a decision has been made. 
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• Our Pastoral Training days were highlights in 2017. In May, we hosted Greg Boyd who spoke 
on the theme, Overcoming Evil with Good: The Role of Prayer, the Holy Spirit and Power in a 
Secular Age. In the Fall we gathered our pastoral team together for a two-day spiritual retreat 
led by Brian and Peri Zahnd. The focus was on Spiritual Formation for Everyday Life and 
Ministry. You can access videos and resource from all Be in Christ Church of Canada events at: 
www.canadianbic.ca/category/resources. We ask all pastors and credential holders to attend 
these events as part of their ongoing professional development. One of the benefits of these 
times together as a pastoral team is the relationship building and learning from pastors in the 
various expressions.   

• Frosh Retreat is a significant piece of our credentialing process. Frosh is two-day event that 
brings together all newly credentialed pastors. These two days are designed to talk about our 
values as pastors and the Church, to engage in conversations on our theological nuances as a 
family of churches and help newly assigned pastors feel comfortable engaging with the 
broader church family. In 2017, 15 newly credentialed persons participated.   

• Cluster Groups are local gathering of Be in Christ Church of Canada pastors. This serves as a 
chance for peer learning, support, prayer and encouragement. It has been a helpful piece in 
continuing to build the sense of team across the denominational family. 

• Congregational Resource Services continues to be a helpful ministry of the church.  
Janet Manafo assists team leaders with offers of employment, manages payroll services for 24 
churches and organizations, manages our pastoral pension program and oversees our benefits 
plan. Janet has worked this year on a number of benefit-related issues. Our benefits package 
continues to be a valuable ministry of the church. It provides excellent coverage at a 
sustainable and reasonable price that our congregations would not be able to avail themselves 
of individually.   

• Communications produced excellent resources in 2017 including the Dinner Table, Appetizers, 
our AGM agenda, support for Coffee and Conversations, new branding, video resources for 
churches and a major overhaul of our website. We are blessed with a talented communication 
person in Alex Nicholls.   

In 2017 we had a number of staff transitions. Jon Hand transitioned from his role at the Be In Christ 
Church of Canada to a pastoral role at The Meeting House. Christa Hesselink transitioned out of her 
role. Both these leaders served us with great skill, heart and a love for the Kingdom. I am grateful for 
their time with us. With these transitions, we welcomed Todd Lester into the role of Director of Ministry 
Development and Operations. In this role, he oversees the office and operations on a daily basis. 
Melanie Wigg was welcomed into the role of Director of Next Generation Engagement. Melanie has 
primary responsibility for the Flow Internship program and engagement of a new generation of 
leaders. We welcome the strength they bring to our team!  

Conclusion 

In conclusion, I consider it a joy to be able to work with the Be in Christ Church of Canada. 
God has blessed us with a group of pastors and lay leaders who want to make a difference in this 
world for Jesus. We have been given the resources to do the work God is calling us to and we have a 
sense of unity in mission and purpose…   

We are a people committed to following Jesus, sharing His message 
and extending his peace around the world.    
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Let us never lose sight of this mission. What we do may look different from place to place or may have 
different emphasis in one site from another. But at the core of who we are, let us be a people following 
Jesus, sharing his message and extending His peace. If we do this and we do it consistently and well, 
our future is bright and the impact we will have will be eternal.    

Serving together with you,  

Doug Sider 
Executive Director 

on behalf of the Senior Resource Team 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Community Churches 

Looking Back On 2017 (A few highlights) 
• Churches have been positively embracing our name change 

and working to change signage and printed materials as well 
as strategically using the tagline: Beloved. Belong. Become. 

• 3 new congregations have emerged:  

1) Bluewater Christian Fellowship in Kincardine is a planting of Sauble Christian Fellowship; 
2) Faith Community Church in Alliston ON has been affiliating with us and will be moving to full 

congregation status in 2018; 
3) West Lake Community Church in Prince Edward County near Bloomfield, ON emerged as a 

church re-start and will be joining as a full member congregation in 2018 as well.  

We are excited by these 3 new congregations. 

• At the end of 2017 the Cheapside Church (Nanticoke ON) closed.  
Numbers in recent years had dwindled. Many lives have been touched over the 
years by this congregation and we give thanks.  

• We have reformatted our youth ministry committee and now call it the  
BIC Youth Collective. Darcie Mashinter is giving leadership to this group. 

• We have a strong team of Pastors across our churches and, as a result, most of our 
churches are slowly growing in health, strength, impact into their communities and lives being 
changed through the message of Jesus. Churches will only be as effective as their leadership, so 
we give thanks for this great blessing. 

• Our pastoral residency program has given 4 young 
Pastors an opportunity to get ministry experience while 
discerning their future. In the last part of 2017 we paired 
this program with our new Emerging Leaders Cohort. 

• Pastor Cluster gatherings meet 4 times per year in 
regional settings and this has proven an effective way to 
help our Pastors find connection with their colleagues. 
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Looking Forward 
• We will continue to explore new methods to reach out to 

millennials and secular people who have long since 
stopped factoring in church attendance as something 
they are considering. 

• We are exploring ways to resource Pastors around opt-in 
ministry training days. 

• We will keep developing our youth ministry events. 

• We are working to keep attracting great men and 
women and move them into effective ministry. 

Prayer 
• Keep praying for strength, spiritual vitality, energy and imagination for all who are in our  

Pastoral Team. 

• Pray for our churches to be healthy, unified and growing. 

Charlie Mashinter  
Team Leader 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The Meeting House 

As we look back to 2017, we are thankful for what God is doing through the ministry of The Meeting 
House. We celebrate: 

• 4992 individuals are attending the Sunday morning service each 
week across our 18 sites and 1096 persons are attending Home 
Church each week.   

• 82 people were baptized as followers of Jesus in 2017 

• Nearly 8000 people attended our Christmas Eve services across 
all of our sites, setting a new record attendance. 

• The 2572 committed volunteers who faithfully serve in all our 
various ministries  

• 10,000+ audio podcasts were downloaded each week 

• Over 500 local churches in Canada and the US, including many 
BIC churches, now using re our Kids and Youth curriculum. 

• Bruxy’s second book, (re)union: The Good News of Jesus for 
Seekers, Saints, and Sinners, was published by Herald Press.  
A companion study guide is to be released in May 2018. 

• $150,000 given to World Vision’s Raw Hope campaign to  
assist 900,000 children and adults affected by the famine in  
East Africa. 

• $270,000 given to our Peacemakers Campaign with Mennonite 
Central Committee to support 62 projects, including 3 
restorative justice projects in Ontario, 38 peace-building projects 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, and 21 projects under our previous AIDS 
CARE commitment. Plus 1,665 Relief Kits provided to support 
the relief work of Mennonite Central Committee. 

• 19 local community charity partners were provided $250,000 to  
assist in their work 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Looking Forward 

We are excited about the new vision for The Meeting House that God is calling us to pursue as we 
reinvigorate our call to GO – reaching an increasing number of persons who are not yet followers of 
Jesus. Our goal is to create a network of ministry partners – all sharing a deep commitment to our 
“Jesusy” core values – to make more disciples of Jesus around the world.  As we focus on Developing 
Disciples, Developing Leaders, and Developing Resources in the context of this network, we sense 
God leading us from “one church, many locations” to “one family, many expressions”. 

Prayer 

Please pray for us, 

• As we seek gifted ministry leaders to 
join us  

• As we continue to reach out with the 
Good News of Jesus 

• As we raise the funds needed to 
produce our Kids and Youth Curriculum 
to assist hundreds of more churches in 
discipling children and youth 

• As we care for and serve others locally 
and globally 

• As we begin to implement our new vision 

Darrell Winger  
Executive Pastor 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The Network 

What a year it’s been! It continues to be a privilege to serve and give leadership to this expression of 
our denominational family. The churches in the Network are diverse and wonderful, sharing a deep 
love for Jesus and their communities! 

Highlights: 

• The Village  – For the past 9 years, The Village has been organizing and 
hosting a charity run called Running4Home. About 300 runners take 
part each year, and to date they have raised over $40,000 for amazing 
organizations like Habitat Durham, Possibilities House, and The Refuge. 
Amazing!!  running4home.ca | thevillagewhitby.ca 

• REUNION Hamilton – Eric Fusilier officially joined our team at a church planter in January of 2017 
and is doing an amazing job with the small but highly motivated and passionate crew that is 
gathering! facebook.com/reunionhamilton 

• REUNION Richmond – In September, Dean Morris came on board to plant our very first Be In 
Christ Church on the West Coast! There is a great core team forming, and we are really excited to 
see where God leads this new expression!  facebook.com/reunionrichmond  

• Story Church – 2017 was one of growth and establishing deeper roots. 
They were able to celebrate their first water baptisms, great marriage 
weekend, and further formation of identity as a young church. The main 
focus of the year was to grow healthy families and followers of Christ, 
and we celebrate great progress! storychurch.ca 

Looking Forward: 

• We have a heart and desire to plant churches in all major cities across Canada. We know this is a 
huge goal, but we are committed to work in this direction, being faithful with opportunities as they 
come along. 

• We are praying and exploring several opportunities in cities where no 
BIC church currently exists, and this is really exciting! 

• REUNION Network - we believe we have stumbled into a beautiful 
method of collaborative church planting. Local expressions working 
intentionally together, rallied around 6 defining culture statements. 
Excited to see how this network grows and where it takes us – Canada 
and beyond! 
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Prayer: 

• For wisdom and clarity in discerning potential planting opportunities, where to focus our efforts, 
and to let relationships lead the way forward. 

• To identify leadership resources & new avenues for financial support - so our growth isn’t limited 
and we can see big dreams come into reality. 

• Personally (for Matt) - for healthy balance in family/work life. 

Matt Vincent 
Team Leader 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BIC Canada-GLOBAL 

The churches of Be In Christ Church of Canada have a passionate concern for what God is 
doing globally. Our people have a desire to impact the world with the good news of Jesus in 
ways that change lives, address compassionate needs and honour the cultural context of where 
the work is taking place. I am continually impressed with the desire in our churches to reach 
across cultural and national boundaries to learn from our brothers and sisters and to partner 
with them as is appropriate. This is consistent with the call of Jesus in Matthew 28 to make 
disciples of all nations and the call of the early church in Acts 15 to put aside cultural 
differences and recognize that, in Christ, we are all one. Galatians 3:26, 28 says, “So in Christ… 
there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ.”    

BIC Canada-Global continues to prioritize its work around four different tasks:  

• Leadership Development 

• Church Planting and Evangelism 

• Compassion Engagement  

• Learning and Listening to our sisters and brothers around the world 

Our work is primarily done through partnerships with national churches in particular countries.  
A few highlights of our work together this past year would be:   

• Support for theological/pastoral students in Malawi and Zambia  

• Supporting the work of church planting in Cuba, Nepal and Odisha India 

• Helping with food security in Kenya during a time of hunger  

• Partnering with the Cuban church to provide transportation for events such as their  
Annual General Meeting. 

• Partnering with the Nicaraguan church to complete their national ministry centre 

• Supporting the education of approximately 80 kids in Nepal and India with the SPICE program 

• Support for widows and orphans as a result of HIV in Zambia. This happens through partnership 
with the Zambian Compassion support team. 

• Financial support for leaders in the Venezuelan church due to hyper-inflation and  
political instability 

As we look ahead, BIC Canada-Global is beginning to work on a new strategic plan.  We believe it will 
focus primarily on three things:  

• Our compassionate/development ministry through partner agencies where this is their focus 
and specialty. 

• Leadership development through our national church partners  

• Church to church help and assistance in a time of crisis through the World Hunger Fund.  

The process of developing a new strategic plan is in the very early stages and, at various points, will 
seek the input of various partners and stakeholders.   
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We continue to support the work of three global worker 
individuals or families. The Sanfilippos and Percys continue 
their work at the Macha International Christian School 
(MICS). In the Macha area, MICS is the local primary school. 
Their work involves administration and facility work.  
The commitment of the Percys and Sanfilippos is to continue 
to raise up national leaders to replace them. Amanda Schwartzentruber is deployed to the Macha 
Mission Hospital working as a nurse. The Macha Mission Hospital has seen significant success in the 
reduction of HIV/AIDS and Malaria transmission in their local catchment area.   

As a global worker each of these families/individuals depends on the generosity of donors to maintain 
their deployment. As the Be In Christ Church of Canada, we provide 15% of their deployment budget 
and then administrative support. Thank you to all who have been a part of seeing these persons 
deployed into the Macha region of southern Zambia. It is changing lives.  

The Percys will be home this July and August for home ministry. If your church would like to engage 
them, please let us know. You may email us at bic.global@canadianbic.ca. 

Finally, a key part of our work is supporting local churches in the work they desire to do overseas. In 
the past year, teams were deployed to Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Zambia, and likely also to other 
places that we are unaware of. It is the desire of the BIC Canada-Global team to help each church 
fulfill its passion for the global community. We want all churches to do this well.  

If we can help, please don’t hesitate to contact our office at bic.global@canadianbic.ca.  
We do ask any time a local church is traveling in a coordinated way overseas to please let our 
office know.    

Doug Sider 
Executive Director 

MOTION A: 
We the delegate body of Be In Christ Canada approve the receiving of the reports from  
Be In Christ Canada and BIC Canada-GLOBAL. 

ACTION: ______________________________________ 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Board of Directors Report 

A. General 
The Board of Directors is the group of people responsible for governing oversight of the 
denomination between the meetings of the members of the Be In Christ Church of Canada.  
The Board of Directors is responsible to act within the policies of the Annual General Meeting, within 
the parameters of the General Operating Bylaw One and the Articles of Government. They carry the 
responsibility for legal oversight of senior staff and a fiduciary responsibility to ensure that regulatory 
responsibilities are met by staff or board committee. 

In 2017 the Board of Directors met on four different occasions - one in person and three through 
conference calls or video connection. The Board of Directors normally meets twice in person and twice 
through video connection. In 2017 we had to adjust this in order to have maximum participation.    

In 2017 a number of actions were taken: 

• Approved recommendations for the 2017 Annual General Meeting 

• Received financial reports for 2016 

• Approved the process of denominational name change and authorized the recommendation to 
the AGM 

• Served as the nominating committee, recommending names to the Annual General Meeting 
for both the Board of Directors and the SMARRT team 

• Reviewed the Employee Handbook 

• Monitored the situation at Camp Kahquah and followed any developments emerging from our 
ministry at Timber Bay, including interactions with the BIC US Church related to TBCH 

• Received regular financial updates 

• Approved the sale and purchase of a number of properties throughout the denomination 

• Received regular updates on the new emerging Strategic Plan for the years 2018-2023 

We welcomed new Board members - Natalie Frisk, Fiona Miles and David Samuel.   

The work of the denominational board is similar to the work of a local church board in that we are all 
concerned about the ongoing health and effectiveness of our network/family of churches.  It is 
different from a local church board in that a diverse group meets several times a year and deal 
primarily with administrative proposals brought from the Senior Resource Team or the Executive 
Director.   This group has been a wonderful team of committed individuals.   

It is a pleasure for this team to serve we look forward to the ongoing work we will receive and be 
working with over the next year.  We deeply appreciate your trust and positive health within the life of 
the denomination.  We are grateful for the growth we see happening in all the expressions - 
Community Churches, The Meeting House and within The Network.  God is at work among us and we 
are grateful for his presence among us.   

Mark Coombs 
Chairperson, Board of Directors 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B.  Financial 
Be In Christ Canada - Financial Report  
The Churches and people of the Be In Christ Church of Canada continue to be a people who 
demonstrate the value of generosity and giving. That spirit shows itself in all sorts of ways. We see it in 
support for local churches, in volunteer hours to ensure ministry happens at both the local church level 
and then into the broader community. We see it as many of our churches invest much time in putting 
together MCC Relief Kits or in the recent Syrian Refugee initiative (16 groups within the Be in Christ 
Church of Canada sponsored 19 families which represents 87 persons brought to Canada from a war 
zone). Furthermore, we see this generosity in both local church giving and individual giving to the 
work of Be In Christ Canada.   

As can be observed, we ended the year with receipts exceeding expenses by just over $62,000.  
Expenses were largely in line with what was expected. Some overage occurs from unexpected 
expenses or the booking of expenses that have an offsetting income. These unaudited statements will 
be reviewed by our auditors after April 30th.   

In way of general highlights: 

• General shared giving surpassed $1,000,000 for the second year in a row.   

• Designated contributions – direct giving from people, bequests or other organizations -
exceeded the budgeted estimate. 

• Investment income was almost exactly what we predicted.  

• On the expense side, certain categories exceeded the budget and others were lower than 
expected.  

• In total, expenses were about $125,000 above expected, while income was above our 
budgeted amount by about $160,000.   

• We had a net income of roughly $62,000.  For this we give thanks to God! 

We continue to encourage churches and treasurers to send in their shared giving contributions on a 
monthly basis. This helps our broader family manage its finances in a healthy way. It is no different than 
in a local church where we encourage people to give on a regular basis. Your continued help with this 
as local congregations is appreciated.   

To each church and person who has given to the work of Be In Christ Canada - thank you! The work 
that is accomplished is our work together. As a denomination we are so grateful for the generous 
support of our people and our churches. Thank you!    

Formally reviewed statements and notes will be available upon request after June 30. These are 
conducted after April 30 to help reduce costs. Copies of the audited report may be requested by 
emailing finances@canadianbic.ca. 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BE IN CHRIST CHURCH OF CANADA
Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2017

Unaudited

Assets

1 Cash equivalents $60,653

2 Receivables 257,735

3 Other Assets 34,605

4 Deposits 2,832,757

5 Total Assets $3,185,750

Liabilities

6 Accounts payable 41,094

7 Liabilities 138,139

Total Liabilities 179,233

Equity

8 Network Churches 42,545

9 Administrative Funds 1,060,904

10 Endowment Funds 92,720

11 Church Multiplication 557,478

12 Leadership Development 363,974

13 Communication Fund 230,711

14 Global Engagement 484,425

15 Retained Earnings 111,165

16 Income 62,595

17 Total Equity 3,006,516

18 Total Liabilities and Equity $3,185,750
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BE IN CHRIST CHURCH OF CANADA
Profit and Loss for January to December 2017

Unaudited
BUDGET ACTUAL

Receipts

1 Shared Contribution $1,000,000 $1,077,641

2 Designated Contributions 150,000 175,751

3 Investment Income 30,000 31,072

4 Other Income 285,000 340,276

5 TOTAL $1,465,000 $1,624,740

Disbursements

6 Conference Office 194,500 256,759

7 Ministry Staff 477,868 445,391

8 Community Churches 103,715 107,560

9 Next Generation 94,000 82,851

10 BIC Canada-Global 115,200 115,200

11 Network 289,082 301,681

12 Developing Leaders 138,250 209,269

13 TOTAL $1,412,615 $1,518,711

Other Disbursements

14 Fraternal Support 18,500 38,753

15 Denomination Wide Initiative 6,500 4,681

16 TOTAL $25,000 $43,434

17 GRAND TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 1,437,615 1,562,145

18 PROFIT (LOSS) $27,385 $62,595
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BIC Canada-Global - Financial Report 
BIC Canada-Global finances are more complicated than those of Be In Christ Canada due to 
the nature of deployed staff and their funding requirements. There are currently three staff 
families deployed overseas, plus the funding income for associate global workers. In 2018 net 
expenses exceeded income by just over $7,000.  

Again we celebrate the generosity of our people. In 2018, giving to both our Core Activities 
and Vision Activities exceeded our planned budget. This is the result of generous giving by 
our churches and the people of Be In Christ Church of Canada to projects around the world 
and support for our global workers. This is a reflection of the passion of local churches for 
what God is doing around the world. For example churches are supporting church planting in 
Cuba, constructed a ministry centre in Nicaragua and are supporting water projects in Zambia.  
These are just a few examples of the ways in which the congregations of Be In Christ Church 
of Canada are investing in the global church.  We celebrate this.    

One would also note on the balance sheet that net assets increased by approximately 
$134,000. This would include some funds that are restricted and some which would not be.   

Audited financial reports will be available upon request after June 30. Audits are coordinated 
after April 30 in order to reduce costs. Copies of the audited report may be requested by 
emailing finances@canadianbic.ca. 
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BIC CANADA - GLOBAL
Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2017

Unaudited

2017 2016

ASSETS

1 Cash $148,309 $23,714

2 Long Term Investments 338,236 328,252

3 TOTAL $486,545 $351,966

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES

CURRENT

4 Accounts Payable 87,093 39,130

5 Deferred Support 139,102 81,512

6 Total 226,195 120,642

7 Fund Balances 260,350 231,324

8 TOTAL $486,545 $351,966
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Profit and Loss from January to December 2017
Unaudited

BUDGET ACTUAL

RECEIPTS

1 Vision Activities (Restricted) $273,000 $402,897

2 Core Activities (General) 272,000 345,928

3 Total Receipts 545,000 748,825

DISBURSEMENTS

4 Vision Activities (Restricted) 273,000 459,219

5 Core Activities (General) 272,000 296,786

6 Total Disbursements 545,000 756,005

7 PROFIT (LOSS) $0 (7,180)



C. Recommendations:  

General Recommendations 

1. 2017 PUBLISHED RECORD 
It is recommended that the published record of the 2017 Annual General Meeting be the official 
minutes and record of the said meeting. 

2. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019 
The Board of Directors recommends that the Be In Christ Church of Canada 2019 Annual General 
Meeting be held at the Be In Church of Canada offices at The Meeting House, 2700 Bristol Circle, 
Oakville, Ontario on Saturday, May 4, 2019.  

3. FINANCIAL AUDIT 
The Board of Directors recommends that Tammy Alpe, CPA, CGA, LPA be appointed as the 
financial auditor for the Fiscal year 2018. 

4. NOMINATIONS TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The Board of Directors recommends the following nominees to serve on the Board of Directors: 

Name    Term Ends  Nominee   Term 
Mark Coombs   2018   Judy Maranta  (1)  2021 
Landon Wideman  2018   Ron Shirton     (1)  2021 
Jonathan Zinck  2018   ____________  (1)   2021 

5. CONFIRMATION OF TRUSTEES  
Please reference page 36 for full list. 

 

MOTION #1: 
We the delegate body of Be In Christ Canada approve general recommendations 1 through 5. 

ACTION: ______________________________________ 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Financial Recommendations 

1. SPENDING PLAN 2018 

Be in Christ Church of Canada Proposed Spending Plan 2018 
Notes related to income:   

1. Shared Giving:  
To be conservative, we have budgeted less in this area than was given in 2017. 

2. Transfers:  
We are working to reduce long-term dependence upon reserves and transfers.  
This is a $25,000 reduction from 2017.  

3. Administrative Fees: 
Fees are assessed when handling funds for other organizations, designated giving to 
projects. etc.  

Notes related to expenses:  

1. Mission Global:  
This represents about 11.5% of shared giving received by Be in Christ Church of Canada 
from our local churches. Our target historically has been 10%.  

2. Mission Canada: 
This represents all the work that Be in Christ Church of Canada does nationally.  This 
includes things such as pastoral training, church planting, cluster groups, the residency 
program, some communications pieces, pastoral reviews, church board assistance, student 
ministry, internships, support for Camp Kahquah, etc.  

3. Mission Partnership: 
This reflects costs such as ADP (payroll services costs), legal fees, auditing fees, office 
expenses, software, and general church leadership.  

Proposed Be in Christ Canada Spending Plan 2018 
Receipts
Shared Giving $1,050,000
Individual Giving 35,000
Bequests 60,000
Transfers 200,000
Administration Fees 30,000
BIC Fund 75,000
TOTAL $1,450,000

Disbursements
Mission Global 118,000

Mission Canada
Denom-wide Initiatives 2,500
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BIC Canada Global - Proposed Spending Plan 2018 

The Global Budget is divided into two categories. Core Budget is what we budget and spend on.  
This is projected to be approximately $276,000. The Vision Budget is what we spend if it comes in.  
It is highly projected and some years we project higher than necessary and others years we project too 
low. Regardless, it is only spent as it comes in and as appropriate projects are in place.  

Community Churches 96,500
The Network 337,000
Developing Leaders 100,000
Communications 35,000
Student Ministry 6,000
Fraternal Support 20,000
Next Generation 60,000

Total $657,000

Mission Partnership
Denominational Office 96,500
Board of Directors 58,500
General Leadership 490,000

Total $645,000

Grand Total $1,420,000

BIC CANADA-GLOBAL SPENDING PLAN

Receipts - Core Budget

Transfer From BIC Canada - Shared Giving $115,000

Other 161,000

Total $276,000

Receipts - Vision Budget

Global Worker Support $112,400

Global Engagement Projects 50,000

World Hunger Fund 45,000

Congregational Service Teams 65,000

Total $272,400

TOTAL INCOME $548,400
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2. SPENDING PLAN 2019 
The Board of Directors recommends a 2019 bottom-line spending plan of $1,430,000 for Be In 
Christ Canada and $575,000 for BIC Canada-Global. 

MOTION #2:  
We the delegate body of Be In Christ Canada approve financial recommendations one and two. 

ACTION: ______________________________________ 

Expenses - Core Budget

Country Partnerships & Staff $175,500

First Nations 7,500

BIC US Covenant Work 15,000

Learning Tours/Scholarship 5500

IBICA, MCC, MWC Support 35,000

Worker Support 15,000

Travel 22,500

Total $276,000

Expenses - Vision Budget

Global Worker Support $112,400

Global Engagement Projects 50,000

World Hunger Fund 45,000

Congregational Service Teams 65,000

Total $272,400

GRAND TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $548,400
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Archivist Report 

The Canadian Archives continues to receive donations of historical photos, slides, files, books and 
artifacts from across the denomination. Thank you for keeping the Archives in mind when cleaning out 
attics, cupboards and other storage areas.  Inquiry was made on the possibility of securing books from 
the former Evangel Press, Indiana.   

One of the more exciting involvements in 2017 was our becoming aware of the significance of a pair of 
doors designed for the former Paddockwood, Saskatchewan church. The doors are currently located at 
the Massey Place Church in Saskatoon. The artwork on the doors was done by a man who grew up in 
the Paddockwood area, and became world famous through his later works, which included numerous 
wood sculptures, done by wood turning. His name is Frank Sudoll. I had the privilege of meeting two 
of his sisters, and reviewing several photo albums of his work and life. Some of our church members 
lived near Frank and attended school with him. We hope to move the doors to the Archives, when we 
have adequate space. 

Inquiries have come from several areas. From Hamilton, Ontario, do we know of any Bamburger folks?  
From Australia, questions on the Hoover family have arisen, as well as further information on various 
faith communities which would have interacted with the Tunkers in Niagara. I was able to cross-
reference this inquiry to the Canadian history, 200 YEARS OF TRADITION AND CHANGE. Could we 
help to identify a man in a photo, with connection to a Dean family in the Bertie area? Do we have any 
marriage records which go back to the 1830’s? Unfortunately, we do not. It appears that the clergy of 
that era did not keep such records, or they were destroyed. 

Due to other assignments, the Compassion Manager of The Meeting House became interested in 
learning about our ministry in the former Timber Bay Children’s Home. I shared a brief history of this 
ministry with him. 

In 1988, a provincial historical marker on the first settlement of the Tunkers in Ontario was placed near 
Pelham, off Regional Road #24; signs directing inquirers to view this marker had been placed along 
Road #24. Some time ago, one of these signs was lost. We have negotiated the replacement of this 
directional sign, which has recently been completed. 

I continue to represent the Historical Society in Canada, distributing the three journals and newsletters 
as they are printed. New members are welcome, at $25 per year.   

A proposal to move the Archives from Oakville to the Niagara area is being explored, possibly locating 
it in a temporary building at one of the current church sites. Further study is required. 

Leonard Chester  
Archivist 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Brethren in Christ Fund 
Introduction 

The BIC Fund is a ministry of the Be in Christ Church of Canada. You will find a general report below.  
With the necessity of reincorporation in 2014, the By-laws of the BIC Fund were adjusted as required.  
The major adjustment was to membership. The membership of the BIC Fund is now the 
denominational Board of Directors. 

As such, the AGM for the BIC Fund rests with the denominational Board of Directors. The BOD of the 
denomination provides the governance, oversight and receives the required reports including 
financial, etc. Currently much of the working oversight is delegated to what is now a committee 
appointed by the denominational Board of Directors – the Financial Services Team. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact office@canadianbic.ca. 

General Report 

The ministry of Designated Interest continues to be a source of encouragement and enthusiasm. 
In 2017 $38,753 was designated by twenty individuals to agencies and congregations of the Be In 
Christ Church of Canada. We are sincerely grateful to the people who are devoted to furthering the 
work of the church in this way. 

Over the past five years, $174,702 has been designated to the ministries of the church by BIC Fund 
depositors and Endowment Funds. 

The total number of depositors in the BIC Fund at year-end was two hundred and thirteen (some with 
multiple accounts). We have two outstanding loans to congregations and agencies. In 2017 a loan was 
granted to Camp Kahquah. 

The rate paid to depositors at the beginning of the year was 3%, holding throughout the year.  
This rate has held since November 2011. 

The rate charged to borrowers began the year at 5%, continuing to the end of the year.  
This rate has also held since November 2011. 

Interest on all deposits and loans is calculated on the daily balance compounded monthly.  
The statement of funds on deposit (which is issued quarterly) is the record of liability to the depositor. 

FIVE YEAR COMPARISON 

Robert Leadley 
Be In Christ Canada Treasurer 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Total Assets $12,130,128 $12,360,343 $13,407,605 $13,622,522 $16,342,653
Total Equity $1,393,278 $1,543,151 $1,604,738 $1,756,594 $1,753,855

Deposits $10,719,736 $10,802,094 $11,804,800 $11,869,696 $14,591,886
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Camp Kahquah 

A. General 
Camp Kahquah is a special place for many people. It is easy to understand what makes Kahquah so 
special. Where else, in our stressful world, can you disconnect from technology and the many 
distractions of modern life, and connect with God and His community in the beauty of His creation?  
It is no wonder that people experience the kind of spiritual growth that they do at Kahquah. Over the 
years so many testimonies have spoken to the spiritual decisions that have been made at Kahquah, 
decisions to follow Jesus or get baptized or grow closer with God. It is impossible to know the full 
impact of the life change that children, students and adults experience at Camp Kahquah but we know 
it’s transformational. 

We recognize that Kahquah is an important part of our BIC fabric. So we are grateful for the many 
volunteers and staff that serve at camp each summer. We are grateful for the interim leadership of 
Graeme and Caitlin Hogg over the past two years at camp. They have focused on strengthening the 
ministry side of camp and have done a great job with staff development, children and adult 
programming. Under their leadership we saw year over year growth in our kids and family camp 
numbers. The last two years have been a terrific time for camp as they have stabilized the ministry  
of Kahquah. 

As we continue to move camp forward, it is exciting to welcome Ryan and Amy Terpstra as the new 
Executive Directors of Camp Kahquah. Ryan and Amy are both graduates of Emmanuel Bible College 
and Amy is a lifer at Kahquah. Ryan and Amy have a vision for the ministry potential of camp and 
desire to see Kahquah continue to flourish in the years ahead. They are excited for their new roles and 
are wholeheartedly embracing the challenge ahead. 

We have identified this period of Kahquah history as a ‘Feasibility phase.’ This simply means that we 
are working together with Ryan and Amy to balance the budget, build strong donor relations and to 
ensure that camp is a viable ministry over the long-term. As we continue to study the financials of 
camp we recognize that Kahquah is dependent on generous donors who give repeatedly to camp year 
over year. I want to thank you for your donations and gifts to Kahquah. I hope that you can see the 
terrific investment you are making in the lives of children, students and adults through your support. 
Your investment is making a difference in people’s lives. 

Continue to pray for our camp. We know that camp makes a big impact in the lives of children, 
students and adults. Where God is working the devil is working. We need many people to pray for 
camp, for the children who hear the message of Jesus and for all of the workers who serve at camp. As 
we move ahead with the vision of camp we look forward to talking to you about the ministry of 
Kahquah and how you can be involved in a greater way. 

Todd Lester 
Director of Ministry Development & Operations 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B. Financial 

CAMP KAHQUAH CORPORATION LIMITED 
Unaudited Statement of Operations For the year ended December 31, 2017 

 General 
Fund

Capital 
Fund

Camper 
Assistance 

Fund
Total 
2017

Total 
2016

REVENUE
Camp and retreat fees $336,650 $336,650 $301,473

Tuck shop sales 23,220 23,220 22,200

Total camper revenue $359,870 $0 $0 $359,870 $323,673

BIC Co-operative Ministries 18,500 18,500 16,000

General Donations and fundraising 91,310 5,015 96,325 196,102

Capital Campaign -fundraising 25 25 0

Donations -staff support 49,150 49,150 54,442

Gain on sale of assets 170,013 170,013 0

Government grants 2,663

Interest income 2,440 722 3,162 461

Total fundraising, gifts & Investment income $164,063 $170,038 $5,737 $337,175 $267,005

Total Revenue $523,933 $170,038 $5,737 $697,045 $590,678

EXPENSES
Salaries, benefits and contract costs $141,539 $141,539 $104,818

Share-a-wage 90,605 90,605 85,702

Food and kitchen supplies 78,147 78,147 81,875

Tuck shop supplies 11,591 11,591 16,010

Programs 32,809 32,809 39,025

Marketing & communications 3,262 3,262 4,503

Property & maintenance 142,714 142,714 93,227

General and administrative 27,907 27,907 67,375

Camper assistance support 5,400 5,400 6,152

Capital costs 24,399 24,399 7,827

Depreciation 44,056 44,056 51,823

Interest 1,902 1,902 15,175

Other expenses 0 70

Gain on sale of assets

$528,574 $70,357 $5,400 $604,331 $573,582

Excess (deficiency) of Revenue over Expenses -$4,641 $99,681 $337 $92,714 $17,096
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CAMP KAHQUAH CORPORATION LIMITED 
Unaudited Balance Sheet as at December 31, 2017 

General 
Fund

Capital 
Fund

Camper 
Assistance 

Fund
Total 
2017

Total 
2016

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash $16,216 $87 $16,304 $22,962

BIC Fund Deposit 55,441 24,466 79,907 77,544

Accounts receivable 5,122 5,122 0

HST recoverable 0 0

Inventory 1,506 1,506 3,117

Prepaid expenses 0 10,580

Intra-fund receivable (payable) 134,320 -135,235 915 $0 0

Total current assets $212,605 -$135,148 $25,381 $102,839 $114,203

CAPITAL ASSETS
448,174 448,174 590,834

TOTAL ASSETS $212,605 $313,026 $25,381 $551,013 $705,037

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 11,377 11,378 5,241

Campers' deposits 45,617 45,617 44,577

BIC Fund interest free loan 27,000 27,000 30,000

Total current liabilities $83,994 $0 $83,995 $79,818

LONG TERM DEBT
BIC Fund 196,132

House mortgage payable 60,524

0 0 0 0 $256,656

Fund Balances $128,611 $313,026 $25,381 $467,018 $368,563

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES $212,605 $313,026 $25,381 $551,013 $705,037
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Registration of Delegates 

For many years, we have listed delegates within our Annual General Meeting Agenda. This is not a 
legal necessity and, with the varying times of congregational annual meetings, it has become 
increasingly challenging to have the full list by the time the Agenda needs to be published. As such, 
the full list of delegates is no longer being published in the Agenda but will be in the published 
minutes. Our By-laws do require that we have all delegates be registered and confirmed by local 
congregations for the Be In Christ Church of Canada Annual General Meeting. 

Be In Christ Church of Canada - Credentialled List 

Becoming a credentialed minister is a high calling with responsibilities. Through the credentialing 
process the Be in Christ Church of Canada recognizes someone as having theological fit with who we 
are as the Be In Christ Church of Canada, to being of good character and to having an individual 
commitment to continue to grow and develop as a leader, shepherd and follower of Jesus.   

In 2017 we continued to develop what we have called The Pastoral Way. You can see a copy of it at 
www.pastoralway.com. In The Pastoral Way we are calling all of our credentialed persons to be people 
who are characterized as lovers, leaders and learners.  

• Lovers: We want to see all of our credentialed people growing in their love of God and the 
people they are called to serve. 

• Leaders: We desire to see each of our credentials persons develop as leaders. Leadership is 
the desire to use one's gifts and strengths to see the organization they serve within grow and 
become the best version of itself.  

• Learners: We desire to see each of our credentialed persons to be people who are curious 
about the world, the church and their work. It is a desire to be constantly learning and growing 
in our understanding of the world. 

We believe that having a credentialed clergy and pastoral team that models these three characteristics 
leads to a church and team that is full of health, vitality, vision, sensitive to the Spirit and voice of God 
and who will be equipped and able to help each church become God’s best version of themselves 
where they are. These three words are beginning to shape the way in which we do credentialing, hiring 
and pastoral reviews.   

It is a joy for us as a church to work with the development of our pastors and those who hold 
credentials. Each person who holds credentials represents not just themselves or their local church.  
They represent who we are as Be in Christ Church of Canada and, more importantly, as Jesus. 
Investing well in the ones who represent us collectively is an investment worth making.  

In 2017 we (Senior Resource Team) reviewed our credentialing process and made a number of 
adjustments to our credentialing process. We are attempting to continue to refine the process and 
make it more effective. These changes will be implemented over the next 12–18 months.   

Doug Sider 
Executive Director 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Be In Christ Church of Canada - Credentialled List 
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Jeff Aitken 
Herb Anderson 
Tim Andrews 
Brent Babcock 
Cory Bell 
Nolan Beni 
Don Bennett 
Kenol Bernard 
Dave Blow 
Karmyn Bokma 
Mathew Bradbury 
Ken Briggs 
Justin Brix 
David Brotherton 
Kate Brown 
Shayne Brown 
Buck (Gerry) Buchner 
Charles Byer 
Bruxy Cavey 
Ajeth Chandrakanthan 
Jeyaranjini 
Chandrakanthan 
Selliah 
Chandrakanthan 
Leonard Chester 
Daryl Climenhaga 
Jim Cober 
Matthew Collins 
Jeremy Conway 
Philip Costain 
Will Cowell 
Ken Cullen 
Tim Day 
Benjamin Devadason 
Jason DeWit 
Dolly Dikens 
Andy Disher 
Keith Dow 
Simon Downey 
Dave Drinkwalter 
Jordan Duerrstein 
Al Edmonds 
Thelma Eisan 
Jared Erhardt 
Carlin Fehr 

Tom Fenske 
Mike Finnie 
Isaac Flagg 
Lamar Fretz 
Natalie Frisk 
Eric Fusilier 
Anita Giardina 
John Gibbins 
Gord Gilmore 
Mike Gilmore 
Lisa Goetze 
Gord Gooderham 
Lloyd Griffith 
Mark Groleau 
Steve Hahn 
Jon Hand 
Pat Hand 
Tim Harden 
Larry Hart 
Lindsay Hart 
Wayne Hasson 
Wayne Heideman 
Rob Henderson 
Christa Hesselink 
Chris Higginson 
Aaron Holbrough 
Ken Holley 
Howard Hoover 
Timothy Horne 
Jeff House 
Nik Hubert 
Peter Hudson 
Mike Hutchinson 
Dave Illman 
Tayson Ingersoll 
Bill Johnston 
Larry Jones 
Ryan Karayiannis 
Lynda Kelly 
Walter Kelly 
Peter Kentie 
Renee Kievit 
Frank Kiss 
Paul Kiss 
Diane Klassen 

Karen Kotanko 
Mike Kotsopoulos 
Tom LaBonte 
Anna Lakatos 
Matthew Laker 
John Latta 
Kathleen Leadley 
Todd Lester 
Jon Limmer 
Brian Lofthouse 
Ron Lofthouse 
Tiv Madarasz 
Trevor Main 
Jonathan Manafo 
Darin Martin 
Charlie Mashinter 
Darcie Mashinter 
Roger Massie 
Andrew Masters 
George McGregor 
Ryan McNamara 
Don McNiven 
Richard McQuillin 
Jennifer McWilliams 
Don Middlemiss 
David Miller 
Keith Montgomery 
Dagmar Morgan-
Sinclair 
Dean Morris 
Chris Murphy 
Andrew Nelson 
Wes Nelson 
Charlene Neuman 
Dustin Newhook 
Sandra Nicholas 
Dave Oppertshauser 
Andre Parris 
Leslie Pashuk 
Steve Paterson 
Paul Penelton 
Phil Prendergast 
Barbara Ann Ramer 
Natalie Reinhardt 
Dan Richards 
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Adam Richer 
Melissa Richer 
Elise Robitaille 
Glenn Robitaille 
Miguel Robles Sr. 
Jimmy Rushton 
Rob Schellenberg 
Albert Scholtens 
Phil Shamas 
Ann Marie Shaw 
Dale Shaw 
Harold Sherk 
Jamie Shurr 
Craig Sider 
Harvey Sider 
John Sider 
Ray Sider 

Doug Sider Jr. 
Doug Sider Sr. 
Mike Slack 
Ken Smith 
Jay Stewart 
Andrew Stulp 
Ken Styles 
Don Sutherland 
Jared Taylor 
Joe Tenthorey 
Joan Thomas 
Allan Thompson 
Rebecca Thomson 
Ronald Thornton 
Rod Tombs 
Wayne Topping 
Gerald Tyrrell 

Jeremy Tyrrell 
Jared Vaillancourt 
Matt Vincent 
Don Walcott 
Mark Wall 
Daniel Weber 
Aaron Westera 
Melanie Wigg 
Christian Wiley 
Darrell Winger 
Mike Wright 
Rick Wukasch 
Dan Young 
Melissa Ytsma 
Jonathan Zinck 
Curtis Zoerb



Confirmation of Church Trustees 

Church Name Names
Boyle Jason Beamer, Rick Smith, Jon VanEck

Clearview Robert Dewey, Herb Frank, Kevin McBain

Cross Roads Rolf Deter, Dave McKittrick Sr., Raymond Rodreque

Crystal Ridge Bill Johnson, Cris Leaver, Bill Mason, Patrick Olsen

Delisle Ruth Shostal, Allan Zoerb

Falls View Pam Dunn, Stan VanderHeide, Kathy Walker, Sean Williamson

Fordwich Andrew Winger, Tim Winger, Janice Wylie

Heise Hill
Marcello Masci, Tim Pettifer, Scott Steckley, Dale Wideman, Landon 
Wideman

Kirkland Lake Jim Bruce, Nelson Byer

Living Faith Terry Knight

Massey Place Miguel Gonzalez, Dan Kotanko, Jeff McVittie, Dale Sommerfeldt

New Hope Chris Blakely

New Life Christian David Samuel

New Life Collingwood Rod Brown, Rob Crawford, Randy Simpson

Oak Ridges
Albert Barnsdale, Bill Campbell, Linda Roberge-Robinson, Eldon Smith, 
Joel Vermont

Orchard Creek Joyce Davis, Jon Page, Alan Rowland, Jim Sendzik

Port Colborne
Brian Barrick, John Fokkens, Ed Geyer, Pat Raso, Walter Tutti, Ivan 
Winger

Riverside Keith Cober, Jay Fretz

Rosebank Reaman Cober, Merv Richardson

Sauble Christian Fellowship Jeff Deemert, Stephanie Forystek, Mel Rinehart

Stayner Kevin Bodiam, Wade Kennedy, George McPherson, Ron Monaghan

The Dwelling Place Mike Bell, Glenn Henry, Gary Teal, James Thomas, Ed Voyer

The Mission
Darwin Hanson, James Kingsbury, Tony Suderman, Frank Voth, Abe 
Wiebe, Jake Zacharias

Trinitylife Jim Holman

Wainfleet
Daryl Bradley, Mark Costello, Ralph Costello, Ron Disher, Philip 
Henderson, Allen Komdeur, John Lammers, Wayne McMillan, Frank 
Miceli, Lawrence Schilstra, Ron VandeBeld

Welland Tom Davies, Jerry Evers, Andrew Gomme

Westheights Doug Braun, Jennifer Wiens, David Wigg
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Partner Reports 
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International Brethren In Christ Association 

The International Brethren in Christ Association (IBICA) is a network of all recognized national 
conferences of the Brethren In Christ family. Established in 2006 and formally organized in 2009, the 
aim of the association is to facilitate communication and build trust and cooperation within the global 
community known historically as the Brethren in Christ. IBICA works to establish common and mutual 
understanding of what it means to be Brethren In Christ through our shared  core values and 
theological statements.   

In terms of practical outcomes: 

• The IBICA has also been a way to help national churches that have experienced challenge or 
difficulty. On several occasions, the association has been asked to engage and walk alongside 
these struggling conferences. 

• The IBICA is also the organization that has the authority to formally recognize new and 
emerging Brethren In Christ Conferences. Currently, through IBICA, national conferences are in 
the process of being formed in both Rwanda and Uganda (these connections are developed 
through the ministry of The Meeting House).    

The International Brethren in Christ Association had its last General Council (annual meeting 
equivalent) in 2015 following the Mennonite World Conference in Harrisburg, PA. As the IBICA moves 
into the future, the desire is for it to meet every 18 months.   

The IBICA is governed by a constitution and organized by an executive committee.  
The current executive committee is: 

• Bishop Thuma Hamukang’andu, Zambia   
• Bishop Danisa Ndlovu, Zimbabwe (former Bishop) 

• Rev. Alan Robinson, USA 

• Rev. Doug Sider, Canada 
• Rev. Bijoy Roul, Odisha, India  
• Dr. Jose Otamendi, Venezuela 

Each national church is asked to give at least 1% of general giving to the work of the IBICA.  
The Canadian church in 2017 and again in 2018 has budgeted about 3% of its income for IBICA.  
We believe IBICA is a helpful vehicle to provide healthy church-to-church relationships and foster 
mutual learning and relationships among national leaders.    

In November of 2017, approximately 30 leaders from national churches all over the world gathered 
together for a time of worship, prayer, learning, teaching and encouragement. There were leaders 
from Africa, Asia, Central America, Europe, North America and South America.    

The executive committee met in February of 2017 in connection with MWC meetings to plan the 
General Council in November of 2017 and conduct other necessary business. The executive 
committee meets every few months by teleconference, with an in-person meeting approximately every 
18 months.  

Doug Sider 
On behalf of the Executive Council 
Be In Christ Church of Canada 
127th Annual General Meeting Page !  of !38 51



Mennonite World Conference - Report 

Mennonite World Conference (MWC) is called to be a communion of Anabaptist-related churches 
linked to one another in a worldwide community of faith for fellowship, worship, service and witness. 

Giving Thanks: 2017 Highlights  

• “I want to thank all the MWC family for your love and prayer 
concern for the ministry and believers of BIC Church 
Nepal,” says Shemlal Hembron, director of Brethren in 
Community Welfare Society Nepal (BCWSN), which helped 
distribute emergency relief and later recovery relief supplies 
in response to severe flooding in Nepal.  

• We praise God for the gift of our global communion, our 
brothers and sisters through whom we experience the love 
of Jesus as we pray for each other in both joyous and 
difficult circumstances. To join the MWC prayer network go 
to: www.mwc-cmm.org/prayernetwork 

• We rejoice that MWC began the celebration Renewal 2027 which is a 10-year series of events 
commemorating Anabaptism’s birth through the Reformation with relevant topics for the 
witness of today’s global Anabaptist church. First event took place in February 2017 focused on 
“Transformed by the Word: Reading the Bible in Anabaptist Perspectives.” The second event 
scheduled for Kenya in April 2018 is to focus on the theme "The Holy Spirit Transforming Us".   

• The MWC 2017 Highlight video available for congregations 
at: www.mwc-cmm.org/video/1953  

Looking Ahead   

• Doug Sider and other members of the MWC Deacons 
Commission will respond on behalf of the global Anabaptist 
church to needs resulting from conflict, disasters, 
persecution and poverty. Please pray for the Deacons 
commission and other MWC commissions as they minister.  

• Gerald Hildebrand becomes the new North American 
Representative for Mennonite World Conference in May 
2018. Please welcome him to the BIC Canada events and 
churches in the years ahead.  

• Begin making plans now to attend Indonesia 2021.  
Plan to attend the next global Assembly of MWC!  
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Prayers of Gratitude and Intercession 

• Pray for the Anabaptist churches in Nepal as they recover from flooding and restrictive 
government policies. 

• Economic political crisis in Zimbabwe continues to challenge citizens who lack access to cash. 
“We need prayer for economic recovery and peace and calm even as we approach Presidential 
elections in 2018,” says MWC regional representative Barbara Nkala.  

• Pray for those fleeing the unrest and violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo, including 
those who have fled to neighbouring regions within the country, and those who have fled to 
Angola. Remember the many Congolese Mennonites among the displaced and refugees, and 
the many Congolese and Angolan Mennonites who are hosting them. 

• Pray that Anabaptist churches all over the world will be open to the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
within their churches, their communities and their countries. 

Thank you for your support and involvement in Mennonite World Conference! 

Lynn Roth  
MWC North American Representative 

Follow Mennonite World Conference: 
MWC Facebook page: facebook.com/MennoniteWorldConference/ 
MWC Twitter: @mwcmm 
MWC Instagram: @mwcmm 
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Mennonite Central Committee - Report 

In 2017, our ministry was shaped by the call found in Matthew 
22:37–39: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’” We endeavoured to embrace both these 
commandments and dimensions of the cross – loving God and 
loving our neighbours through all parts of our work and lives. 

We are grateful for the strong partnerships we continue to enjoy, particularly with the local church.  

The following are some highlights from the past year: 

•When monsoon rains hit South Asia in August, MCC partnered with Brethren in Community Welfare 
Society (BICWS) to provide families in Nepal with food assistance, tarps, home reconstruction and 
kitchen gardens.  

•When Hurricane Irma struck Haiti in September, MCC worked 
with the Brethren in Christ church to assist congregations in Las 
Tunas and Villa Clara provinces, focusing on the repair of houses 
and supply of emergency food.  

•In collaboration with other church organizations, MCC continued 
to respond with relief and trauma healing in places affected by 
warfare and violence, such as the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and Syria.  

•MCC Canada launched an advocacy campaign on Palestine and 
Israel called A Cry for Home – a response to the call from Christian 
Palestinians asking brothers and sisters in Christ to advocate for a 
just peace for all those living in the Holy Land. 

•MCC worked with 234 groups across Canada – including several 
BIC churches – to help resettle refugees.  

•MCC Canada stood with other Christian organizations in responding to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s Calls to Action #48 and #49, acknowledging the long, complex history and current 
relationships between MCC, as an institution and workers, and the Indigenous peoples of what we 
now call Canada. 

•MCC Thrift was grateful to receive donations worth approximately $365,000 from The Meeting 
House’s rePURPOSE campaign. 

•In Ontario, MCC connected with 19 BIC churches through refugee sponsorship, monetary donations 
and material donations (including 2,399 kits for infant care, hygiene, gardening and relief). 
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Nilam Devi Shah looks after her garden at 
her home in the Morang District of Nepal. 
Shah participated in nutrition and super-
flour training, facilitated by MCC partner 
Brethren In Community Welfare Society 
(BICWS). MCC photo/Colin Vandenberg

MCC Canada Executive Director Rick Cober 
Bauman (far right) visits a warehouse in Syria 
where the Islamic Charity Organization of 
Deir Attieh stores MCC-supported food 
packages for distribution to internally 
displaced people and other vulnerable 
families. The packages are distributed once 
a month to 6,000 families and include items 
such as rice, pasta, chickpeas, lentils, oil, 
canned meat. MCC photo/Emily Loewen



As we look ahead to the coming year, we recognize the needs around the world will continue to grow 
as more than 65 million people (nearly double the population of Canada!) are displaced across the 
globe. More than ever, people are longing for the gospel of peace. MCC will continue to commit 
ourselves to the ministry of relief, development and peace-building. 

We invite you to pray for MCC: 

•That God would give executive director Rick Cober Bauman strength and wisdom to lead well. We 
also pray for Don Peters, who retired in September after 16 years as the longest serving executive 
director of MCC Canada. 

•That God would fill MCC workers around the globe with peace, resilience and joy, including 20 staff 
members from BIC churches. We also pray that God would send the right people to fill our open 
positions, including spots for young people to serve in our SALT program. 

•That God would bless all MCC supporters and donors, who give so generously and willingly.  We 
thank the Lord for all of you! 

Yours in Christ, 

Rick Cober Bauman    John Head 
Executive Director, MCC Canada   Executive Director, MCC Ontario 
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YEAR AT A GLANCE2017 

ONTARIO PROGRAMS

THRIFT

DISASTER RESPONSE

PEOPLE

IN ONTARIO

RESTORATIVE 
JUSTICE

MCC is working to 
address funding 

shortfalls in the Circles 
of Support and 

Accountability program

MATERIAL 
RESOURCES

4 international
shipments: Bosnia, 

Jordan & 2 to Ukraine
Northern Ontario  

blanket and gardening 
kits delivered 

LOW GERMAN
Over 400 service 

providers learned to 
better connect with this 

distinct group at the 
Networking 

Conferences in Aylmer, 
Leamington and 

Stratford

CANADA’S 150 BIRTHDAY: MCC Ontario received a Canada 150 
Sesquicentennial Award of Recognition for our work in welcoming newcomers 

and leadership in establishing the very first curbside blue box program.
SOLAR PANEL ENERGY SAVINGS: A rebate from KW hydro for $6,559 was 

awarded to MCC Ontario after the installation of 774 solar panels. 

EVENTS & CAMPAIGNS

AWARD & RECOGNITIONVOLUNTEERS
In Ontario over 3000 women, men and 

children volunteer their time, energy and 
skills to MCC

RELIEF SALES
$590,000 raised at 

Relief Sales 
throughout Ontario

RIDE
Ride for Refuge 
raised $25,000

PEACE 
CONFERENCE
364 attendees 

learned how MCC is 
working for peace in 
Ontario and around 

the world

Over $7.1 MILLION in sales in our 7 shops CRY FOR HOME
Everyone needs a 
home. MCC began 

an advocacy 
campaign focused 
on Palestine and 

Israel

REFUGEE 
RESETTLEMENT
284 individuals

84 Families
from Burundi, Colombia, 

Congo DRC, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Nepal, 

Pakistan, Sudan & Syria 
resettled in Ontario

PEOPLE IN POVERTY
47 participants and 39 

volunteers have 
formed Circles of 
Friends to build 
community and 

friendship among 
people who have 

experienced 
homelessness and 

isolation

INDIGENOUS 
NEIGHBOURS

Sent gardening kits to 
7 communities helping 
to address the high cost 
and low availability of 
food for Indigenous 
peoples in northern 

Ontario 

QUICK STAT

A thrift shop discovery of 

an authentic painting by 

Canadian folk artist Maud 

Lewis raised $45,000 

for MCC.

Responded to over 26 disasters including hurricane response in Cuba and Haiti, earthquake in Mexico, families displaced by violence in the Kasai region, 
DR Congo, famine relief in South Sudan, refugees in Ethiopia, refugees in Bangladesh, Syria and Iraq crisis response, Ukraine emergency response

CUBA

MEXICO

DR CONGO

SOUTH SUDAN

ETHIOPIA

BANGLADESH

SYRIA

IRAQ

UKRAINEHAITI

1712ONsv Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ



Follow Mennonite Central Committee: 
Facebook: facebook.com/mennonitecentralcommittee 
Instagram: Instagram.com/mccpeace 
Twitter: Twitter.com/mccorg 
LinkedIn: Linkedin.com/company/mennonite-central-committee 
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Niagara Christian Community of Schools - Report 

Giving Thanks 
Life continues to be very full on the NCC Campus! Whether in academics, co-curricular activities, or in 
the dorms, our faculty and staff work together to create wonderful learning experiences for our 
students—all the while pointing kids to Christ. Although not easy work, our staff would attest that their 
role at NCC brings fulfillment and blessing as we participate in this Kingdom-driven ministry.  

Overall, enrollment this school year (2017/18) has been strong as we began the school year with 268 
students, growing to over 275 in the second semester. 

We are thankful for the 76 graduates who left our midst in June 2017, as we celebrated their 
achievements and offers to university placements world-wide.  While academic success remains a key 
focus at NCC, other accomplishments include athletic triumphs. Our athletic teams were off to a great 
start, being led out of the gate by the cross-country team which qualified all its runners for the SOSSA 
championships this fall. Continued success in basketball, tennis, and badminton, to this point, have 
proven that NAVS spirit is fierce! 

This year’s chapel theme, named “The City,” coincides with our youth leader’s ministry and focus, also 
called “The City.” Students on campus are encouraged to participate in activities specifically 
addressing evangelism and discipleship. Offering weekly Bible studies, joining with a local community 
youth group, and supporting the on-campus Alpha program has provided students enrichment in their 
personal journey with Christ.   

Looking Ahead 
God has graciously allowed the ministry at NCC to not only continue, but to flourish. Because we 
know that each student who attends NCC will hear the Gospel message, whether presented in the 
classroom setting, or through living life alongside NCC employees and fellow Christian students, we 
can’t help but dream for more….more students to reach for Christ and more students to equip to go 
into the world, shining with the light of Jesus.  As we seek God’s direction and favour in the coming 
days, we openly ask for more opportunities to serve Him.  

Prayer 

It continues to be our prayer that we at NCC will always honour the Lord with our abundance and trust 
in Him to lead us in the way we should go. As we prayerfully persevere, we take note of these 
cherished Bible verses: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways, submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6). And, “Honour 
the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your produce; so that your barns will be filled with 
plenty and your vats will overflow with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10)  

We ask for prayer as we work for the future success of the school, making God-honouring decisions 
and always proving to be honest and faithful stewards over that which the Lord has entrusted to us.  

Scott Herron  
President 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Canadian Cuban Projects Team (CCPT) 

The main purpose of the CCPT is to partner with BIC Cuba in building training centers for pastors and 
leaders and assist local BIC churches (many of them are house churches) with construction projects of 
varying sizes. The CCPT has sponsored approximately 28 Canadian BIC work teams, work and ministry 
teams and vision and learning teams since 2009. We are very thankful for our partnership with BIC 
Canada-Global and with the BIC Church in Cuba. 

Giving Thanks - Teams sponsored by the CCPT 

BIC Saskatchewan Work and Ministry Team. Oct. 30- Nov. 6, 2017. A team of 14 men and women 
from the Massey Place (Spanish congregation included)  and Clearview congregations led by Pastoral 
couple Ruth and Lloyd Griffith and Pastor Curtis Zoerb visited and provided support and 
encouragement to a cluster of BIC churches in Eastern Cuba. Places like Delicias, Holguin, Bayamo, 
Manzanillo and mountain mission churches were on their itinerary. They helped to support a barber 
shop ministry to the community, transportation needs, musical instrument needs, partial purchase of a 
BIC meeting place, children’s ministry as well as the sharing of greetings and testimonies. A big thank 
you to our Western Canada brothers and sisters. 

Maranatha Christian Academy, Windsor -Work and Ministry Team- Jan. 23-Feb. 2, 2018. A team of 23 
high school students and teachers had an exciting time visiting central and western Cuba. This 
energetic group was involved in a BIC Cuba farm and agricultural construction project, work and 
ministry at a house church, children and youth ministry at the Palmira training center, several Canada vs 
Cuba baseball and basketball games and street evangelism. Sports supplies were donated to BIC 
Cuba sports ministries. A big thank you to Maranatha Christian Academy and Director Rob Lofthouse 
for a job well done. 

Thank you to Pastora Marisel Diaz Zayas from Delicias, Las Tunas, Cuba for such a beautiful example 
of a church and pastor serving in the name of Jesus. 

Looking Ahead 

Organizing a work and ministry team November 16-23, 2018 to visit Lajitas, Cuba to support a farm 
and agricultural project. In the plans for this year are a CCPT leadership team trip to Cuba this year to 
strengthen our partnership with BIC Cuba leadership and work together on project priorities. 

Prayer Request 

That BIC Cuba would grow stronger and stronger in faith, unity, evangelism, training of pastors and 
the faithful proclamation of the Word of God. That the CCPT will grow stronger in their ability to 
support and encourage BIC Cuba. 

Gord Gilmore  
President of the Canadian Cuban Projects Team 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2017 Statistical Report 
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Ordained 
Clergy

Licensed 
Clergy

Other 
Clergy 

in Cong. Total Baptisms

Average 
Worship 

Attendance

Avge. Giving 
Per 

Attendance

Total Tithes 
and 

Offerings

Cooperative 
Ministries 
Budgeted 

2017

Cooperative 
Ministries 

Actual 
2017

COMMUNITY CHURCHES

Bluewater 1 1

Boyle 1 1 0 28 62,190.34 3,000 3,000

Cheapside 1 1 13 4,505.31 58,569.07 1,200 1,300.00

Clearview 1 1 2 623 224.53 139,882.34 7,000 7,000.00

Covenant 1 2 3 0 141 1,476.6 208,200 20,000 19,999.26

Cross Roads 1 1 2 0 64 2,030.71 129,965.42 11,900 13,212.00

Crystal Ridge 2 2 3 50 942.32 47,116.16 1,000 0

Delisle 1 1 2 14 66 1,449.84 95,689.28 7,744 9,934.55

Faith Community 1 1 8 60 2,054.2 123,252 --

Falls View 1 1 1 92 1,204.11 110,777.99 3,000 5,000.00

Fordwich 1 1 1 48 1,795.92 86,204.05 1,500 2,000.00

Heise Hill 2 2 4 0 92 2,582.74 237,611.98 21,000 21,600.00

Kirkland Lake 1 1 0 8 12,047.5 96,380 2,500 4,113.00

Living Faith 3 3 0 75 887.95 66,596 1,200 1,200.00

Massey Place 2 1 1 4 2 99 1,574.93 155,917.88 6,000 6,000.00

New Hope 2 2 2 135 919.57 124,142.37 1,200 1,200.00

New Life Christian 1 1 6 125 1,264.45 158,055.92 -- 6,000.00

New Life 
Collingwood 1 1 2 6 255 1,637.47 417,555.16 33,500 50,289.98

Oak Ridges 1 2 3 1 77 2,168.36 166,963.71 22,000 22,000.00

Orchard Creek 1 1 2 2 50 987.18 49,359.1 1,800 1,800.00

Pathway 2 2 3 109 1,737.42 189,379 12,000 14,716

Port Colborne 1 3 4 0 161 1,778.42 286,326.13 23,000 28,784.85

Riverside 1 1 2 1 145 2,291.98 332,337 32,811 30,881

Rosebank 1 2 3 0 80 2,148.7 171,896 12,000 12,000

Sauble 2 1 3 8 355 1,528.95 542,777.53 40,000 43,474.96

SGC Celebrate 1 1 0 14 1,650 0

Stayner 1 1 0 113 1,824.91 206,215.15 15,000 15,293

Tamil 2 1 3 1 100 5,000 1,000

The Dwelling Place 1 1 2 4 92 2,071.65 190,592 22,000 22,000

The Mission 2 2 5 214 33,737 32,500

The Rock 1 1 1 30 --

The Well 1 1 3 88 1,520.42 133,797.03 12,886 11,345

Trinitylife 2 2 4 0 140 1,584.73 221,862.54 16,000 6,000

Wainfleet 4 3 7 13 470 1,512.22 710,744 83,000 83,000.3

Welland 3 3 6 5 172 1,698.43 292,130.58 18,000 19,500

West Lake 
Community Church 1 1 0 30 927.6 27,827.95 -- 1,262.62

Westheights 3 1 2 6 4 233 1,783.36 415,522 33,000 32,741

TOTALS: 55 5 27 87 96 4647 $6,255,835.68 $505,628 $530,147.52
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Ordained 
Clergy

Licensed 
Clergy

Other 
Clergy 

in 
Cong. Total Baptisms

Average 
Worship 

Attendance

Avge. 
Giving 

Per 
Attendance

Total Tithes 
and 

Offerings

Cooperative 
Ministries 
Budgeted 

2017

Cooperative 
Ministries 

Actual 
2017

THE MEETING HOUSE

Brampton 1 1 2 0 138

1,704.53 8,572,103 450,000 491,045.77

Brantford 1 1 0 181

Burlington 1 2 3 7 307

Hamilton - 
Downtown 1 1 2 147

Hamilton - East 1 1 2 3 175

Hamilton - West 2 2 4 1 307

High Park 1 1 4 130

Kitchener 1 2 3 7 271

London 1 3 4 3 118

Newmarket 1 1 2 3 148

Oakville 6 3 10 19 33 1861

Ottawa 1 1 2 5 194

Owen Sound 0 0 0 37

Parry Sound 1 1 2 137

Richmond Hill 1 1 0 128

Toronto - 
Downtown 2 2 5 227

Toronto - East 1 1 2 188

Toronto - Uptown 2 2 6 199

Waterloo 1 1 0 136

TOTALS: 26 3 23 52 83 5029 $1,704.53 $8,572,103 $450,000 $491,045.77

THE NETWORK

Brockville Church 
Plant 1 1 0 0 -- 20,500 -- 2,050

Greenhouse 1 1 0 14 42.86 600 -- --

Reunion - Hamilton 1 1 0 14 1,637.07 22,919 -- 2,291

Reunion - Oakville 2 1 3 4 100 1,378.45 137,845 -- 13,784.52

Reunion - 
Richmond 1 1 0 0 -- 816 -- --

Reunion -  
St. John’s 1 1 0 13 1,003.15 13,041 -- 1,304.06

Story Church 1 1 2 15 1,094.33 16,415 -- 1,641.05

The Parish 1 1 1 120 1,354.22 162,505.99 -- 1,200

The Pier 4 4 12 275 1,602.97 440,816.43 25,000 16,605

The Village 1 1 3 115 1,119.07 128,693 11,000 11,500

TOTALS: 14 0 1 15 22 666 $944,151.42 $36,000 $50,375.63

Be In Christ Canada 
Totals:

95 8 51 154 201 10342 $15,772,090.10 $991,628 $1,071,568.92
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Sign-Up And Connect With Us 
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Keep up-to-date with news & stories from Be In Christ Church of Canada.  
Sign-up for our e-newsletter and get your stories in bite-sized portions. 

www.canadianbic.ca/theappetizer

www.facebook.com/BICCanada 

www.twitter.com/BICCanada 

www.vimeo.com/BICCanada 

www.bit.ly/Youtube-BICCanada 

www.instagram.com/BICCanada 

www.bit.ly/LinkedIn-BICCanada 

www.canadianbic.ca/theappetizer
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Terms You May Hear… (A BIC Glossary) 
Articles of Faith and Doctrine - The theological statements of the Church. The Articles of 
Faith and Doctrine make up section one of the Handbook on Faith and Life and are only 
amendable by the approval of the Annual General Meeting of Be In Christ Church of Canada.  

Articles of Government - The policies and procedures which govern local churches, pastors, 
etc. The articles of government make up section 2 of the Handbook on Faith and life and are 
amendable by the Board of Directors.   

BIC - Brethren in Christ - this is the historic name of Be In Christ Church of Canada. 

BIC Fund - The Brethren in Christ Fund - this is a separately incorporated entity which allows 
people to designate interest to BIC Canada and provides short term loans to congregations for 
capital projects. 

Board of Directors - The group that provides governance and oversight leadership in between 
the meetings of the AGM. Usually meets 3-4 times per year.  

SRT - Senior Resource Team (formerly known as the Cabinet) - The staff team of Be In Christ 
Church of Canada who provide day by day leadership to the work of the church. 

Camp Kahquah - A Christian camp owned by Be In Christ Church of Canada that hosts 
children, families and retiree retreats. It is located in Magnetawan, Ontario. 

CCPT - Canadian Cuba Projects Team - A fraternal entity that works among the Brethren in 
Christ Church of Cuba.  

Handbook on Faith and Life - The book which governs our work together as a church 
including our theological understandings.  

General Operating Bylaw One - The operating bylaw which governs the functioning of the  
Be In Church of Canada. It is only amenable by the annual meeting of the Be In Christ Church 
of Canada.  

IBICA - International Brethren in Christ Association - an association of Brethren in Christ 
Churches from around the world.  

MCC - Mennonite Central Committee - a global relief agency that serves as on behalf Be In 
Christ Church of Canada and other Anabaptist groups in responding to human need globally. 

NCCS - Niagara Christian Community of Schools - A historic BIC school offering private 
Christian middle and high school education.  

S.M.A.R.R.T. - Sexual Misconduct & Abuse Response/Resource Team - A group of people 
from different denominations that work with churches experiencing trauma due to sexual 
boundaries being violated by a staff member or volunteer. 
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Summer Reading 

Evaluation Survey 

Please take the time to complete the following survey and let us know your thoughts on this 
Annual General Meeting event: 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/AGM18Eval
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